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A Unique Approach to High School Literacy
Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program is a comprehensive program that empowers  
students with literacy skills for college, career, and civic life by fostering critical thinking, creativity, collaboration,  
and learner agency.

The Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program inspires creativity, builds knowledge, and 
enhances students’ skills through student-centered and student-led analyses of robust texts and topics. Our 
instructional units encourage students to pose questions, inquire deeply, reflect, and evolve as independent thinkers 
and engaged participants in a learning community. We firmly root literacy in texts and ideas: students explore texts 
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worth reading and ideas worth considering. 

The Imagine Learning Difference: 
The Imagine Learning digital platform supports educators as they implement the curriculum.

 ● Organized, classroom-ready curriculum that features rich, engaging content
 ● Powerful hands-on, student-driven inquiry and research
 ● Assessment and reporting provide a 360-degree perspective of student performance, knowledge acquisition and  

skill development
 ● Comprehensive platform optimizes supports for all learners, along with a robust set of tools to support differentiated 

instruction, including hundreds of built-in ELL Supports
 ● Teacher-ready lesson plans with rich resources and instructional processes
 ● Standards integrated at point-of-use
 ● Customizable lessons in both print and digital forms that support classroom, hybrid, or distance learning 
 ● Complete implementation and professional development support
 ● Seamless LMS integration
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Diverse, High-Interest Texts  
and Topics
Students explore texts worth reading and ideas worth considering. This program blends culturally responsive fiction, 
nonfiction, and multimedia to offer options to educators and students. 

Anchor Texts: 
Things Fall Apart, Romeo and Juliet, The Book of Unknown Americans, The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks, The Great Gatsby, Hamlet, In the Time of the Butterflies, and more!

Topical Units:
Artificial Intelligence, Global Food Production, The American Dream of Homeownership, Telling Stories 
with Film, The Ethics of Public Health Decisions, Photojournalism, Hamlet, Community, and more!
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Digital Platform 
Imagine Learning’s comprehensive digital platform was designed to support and empower teachers to  
meet the needs of all learners. More than simply a curation of content and resources, the platform allows 
teachers to more easily plan lessons with rich resources and instruction, every step of the way.  
Our unique platform presents the highest-quality curriculum from Odell Education, powered by the best in  
class digital delivery. 
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Adaptable, Flexible Instruction  
for Educators
Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program provides educators with choice and flexibility to 
customize the curriculum to meet the needs of their learners. 

Teachers choose which units to teach, and the program can be modified at the district, school, and classroom levels.  
Every teacher can place their own personal stamp on the curriculum.

 ● Each year begins with a Foundation Unit
 ● Teachers may choose 2–3 Development Units that best meet the needs and interests of their students. 
 ● Each year concludes with a research-based Application Unit, in which students research a topic of their choosing.

“... I was able to find my own ‘voice’ in the lessons and integrate the 
curriculum with my style of teaching. This curriculum allows for easy 

differentiation and modification for the variety of learning styles we 
have in our classes.” 

Teacher, Westerly High School, RI

or thematic units

Choose novel-based
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Knowledge sticks best to other related knowledge: Whether topical or novel-based, every unit features a collection of 
texts that connect across multiple genres and resources.

Several model yearlong paths are provided as suggestions, along with detailed information about each of the units, so 
that educators may design the curricula that best meet their students’ needs and interests.

TED Talks

Maps & Essays

Art & Newspaper 
Articles

Poetry & Videos
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Yearlong Project in  
Community-Based Learning
The curriculum is designed around a year-long project in  
community-based learning. Students establish, build, and  
expand their learning community—forming a group that  
shares a common learning journey throughout the year.

Foundation Unit
 ● Introduces each year
 ● Students create a learning community
 ● They begin to establish norms, goals, and routines
 ● Students explore a significant question, like Who 
Changes the World? or What does it mean to be  
an American? 

 ● Provides teachers with insight into students’  
incoming skills

 ● Data collected at the beginning of the year can be 
used to set goals with individual students or cohorts  
of students

 ● Data further equips teachers with the ability to make 
decisions about how and where students may need 
additional support

Development Units
 ● Choose from canonical or 

contemporary fiction, nonfiction, 
or collections of texts around a 
topic or theme 

 ● Each unit features a collection of 
multi-genre media and texts

 ● Learning community develops 
knowledge, habits, and abilities

 ● Students dive deeply into  
full-length texts and topics, 
working in research teams  
and participating in discussions, 
establishing a culture of 
collaboration and discovery

 ● Students build upon their 
knowledge and develop their 
own perspectives and while 
acknowledging the perspectives  
of others
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Application Unit
 ● Completes each year
 ● The culmination of the student-driven learning 

community
 ● Students reflect on their learning throughout 

the year
 ● Inquiry-based research, driven by student 

interest
 ● Students work individually or in research teams 

to investigate a topic of their choosing
 ● Students choose how to present their topic of 

interest to the broader learning community
 ● Teachers become facilitators as they guide 

students through the research process
 ● Students apply their learning to the wider 

school comunity.

 ● Understanding is expressed both 
formally and informally through 
discussion, presentation, analysis, 
and in writing

 ● Formative and Summative 
Assessments are built into  
each unit

 ● Each unit features a Culminating 
Task, the final assessment 

 ● A surplus of units allows educators 
to choose which 2-3 units best 
meet the needs of their classes

 ● Students read, discuss, and write 
about texts and topics, as they 
develop perspectives on authors 
and key issues.
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Knowledge
The program is dedicated to the acquisition of knowledge through discovery. Throughout the 
curriculum, students explore a wide variety of classic and contemporary authors and texts to build 
knowledge about literacy skills and content, preparing them to thrive in a world of ideas  
and expressions. 

Agency
Learner agency is integral to the program. We recognize this as an essential role in preparing students 
for college, the workforce, and civic participation, and a part of what cultivates lifelong habits of 
learning and discovery. Students build learning communities and develop a sense of responsibility for 
their learning by working collaboratively toward a common goal. Along the way, they are empowered 
to make decisions on which topics to explore more deeply as they embark on a research project with 
their peers, working in teams on specific subtopics and deciding how to best present their findings. 
For example, students might present their research to their classmates TED Talk-style or through an 
interactive website that organizes findings as text and graphic displays.

Guiding Principles 
Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program is built around 
core guiding principles: 
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Perspective
The development of perspective – the insight into their own perspective as well as the appreciation and 
respect for those of others – is essential to building knowledge and understanding. Students will learn 
to carefully evaluate sources of information as they form their ideas and opinions and will learn how to 
open themselves to other points of view, recognizing that their opinions and conclusions may change 
based on new information.

Inquiry
This program emphasizes active learning through inquiry and the vital role inquiry plays in preparing 
students for college, workforce training, civic participation in a democratic society, and their self-
actualized lives. In the Foundation and Application units, students investigate a topic through recursive 
and iterative cycles of inquiry in which they work in learning communities to explore significant issues 
and topics, refine research questions, find and assess sources for relevance and credibility, and present 
their research in various forms. 
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Instructional Approach 
Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program is grounded in research-based instructional practices 
that intend to build students’ mastery and independence in reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and presenting. 

To achieve these means, the program prioritizes students:
 ● closely and deeply reading diverse text formats;
 ● developing vocabulary, grammar, syntax, and usage fluency;
 ● speaking and listening through rich discussions on complex texts and topics; and
 ● writing as a process of thinking deeply and explaining ideas.

Questioning
The program uses questions to frame students’ initial reading, guide them through analysis, and initiate inquiry.

Speaking and Listening
Academic conversations allow students to discuss texts and ideas, deepen their understanding, shape their 
ideas, consider alternate perspectives, and inquire further.

Grammar and Syntax
Students are given opportunities to explore and mimic grammar, syntax, and usage in text with supporting tools 
and reference guides, plus mentor sentences and paragraphs that provide concrete examples of good writing. 
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Reading
Students read grade-appropriate texts that build content knowledge and reinforce effective reading skills. In 
each unit, students read for depth and breadth, building their reading stamina. Independent Reading is built into 
every section of every unit.

Writing and Presenting
Students learn how to communicate to demonstrate learning through writing. Writing instruction is rooted in 
the belief that academic writing emerges from a deep connection to a text or topic. Writing is prioritized and 
presented as the primary way to demonstrate what students have learned.

Vocabulary
Students engage deeply with vocabulary to comprehend more challenging texts throughout the program. As 
they learn more about a concept or topic, they can read, write, discuss and understand the topic, leading to 
deeper thinking. 
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Deep, Meaningful Differentiation 
Student support and differentiation are embedded within the lessons to provide 
equitable access for all. 
Support is provided for students reading below and above grade-level 
expectations, with various tools to help students access grade-level 
content, including the suite of Reading Closely and Note-Taking Tools 
found in the Literacy Toolbox. 

The program can be modified at the district level, school, and classroom 
levels. Each teacher can put their own spin upon the curriculum and 
adjust it for an individual student’s IEP. 

  

Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program provides English learners with hundreds of targeted 

mini-lessons designed to foster language acquisition, emphasizing developing academic language proficiency. We use 
an asset-based approach that acknowledges students’ languages, literacy, cultures, communities, and diversity. 

Teaching support is provided for different proficiency  
levels (Entering/Emerging, Developing/Expanding, and 
Bridging/Reaching) so that instruction is always at a level 
that students can handle, with just enough “stretch” to 
ensure learners continue to rapidly improve their  
language proficiency.  

These supports include:
 ● Focused Language Study Lessons based on evaluation 

of content objectives
 ● Language Objectives aligned to Content Objectives
 ● ELL Toolbox

English learner support



Page 13

Toolboxes to support instruction 
Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program includes a suite 
of toolboxes designed to support teachers in their instruction and are integrated at 
point-of-use within the lessons.  

Literacy Toolbox
This suite of materials supports reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening activities pertinent to the unit’s text or topic and instructional 
sequences. It includes graphic organizers, reference guides, rubrics, 
and checklists, carefully designed to support student success 
throughout the learning progressions of the units. Each item in the 
toolbox is content-agnostic and designed for flexible use. Reference 
Guides & Handouts Reference Guides are informational handouts that 
outline key literacy concepts and processes, supporting teachers and 
students with a common understanding of key concepts and terms. 

ELL Toolbox
This toolbox includes both teacher and student facing content and 
focuses on the language use needed and includes a variety of  
graphic organizers, including Venn Diagrams, Word Webs, Personal 
Cognate Charts, Sequence of Events Charts, and Main Idea and 
Details Frames for use with English learners, and particularly for use 
with SIFE students. 

CRE Toolbox
As part of the curriculum, students often engage with challenging 
topics and concepts. To aid teachers in classroom discussions,  
we’ve created the CRE Toolbox (or Culturally Responsive Education 
Toolbox), which provides teachers with the language and resources  
to help students engage in difficult conversations related to the texts 
and topics.  
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Spark Learning with Literature  
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion  
We believe that a broad spectrum of voices best expresses the richness of the  
human experience. Therefore, texts in this program have been carefully selected to 
represent a wide range of authors whose backgrounds and experiences represent  
a variety of perspectives. 

GENDER 
 ○ The program features a variety of texts written by authors across the gender 

spectrum
RACE

 ○ Students explore texts from authors of different races, including  
African-American,  Asian, Native American, and Latinx

ETHNICITY
 ○ Texts feature authors of different ethnicities, including Nigerian, Somali-American, Dominican,  

Haitian-American, Panamanian-American, and Persian
CLASS

 ○ The program includes texts by authors in the middle class and those who came from poverty, as well as texts that 
address poverty and community from a sociological perspective 

DISABILITY
 ○ Students have access to texts featuring protagonists with diagnosed disabilities

 
In addition to engaging with diverse perspectives, students also build knowledge  
that leads to a deeper understanding of those perspectives’ historical and contemporary  
contexts. Through knowledge building, learning objectives, and inquiry, the program 
supports student understanding and involvement with social justice. They learn to 
challenge received norms and beliefs with an informed perspective and  
empowered voice. 

FOR EXAMPLE:
 ● In the Things Fall Apart unit, students engage with the topic of 

colonization in Africa.
 ● Students develop deep knowledge of the Great Migration in the 

The Warmth of Other Suns unit.
 ● In The American Dream of Homeownership unit, students engage 

with the history of homeownership in America, including redlining 
and gentrification.

 ● In the Hidden Figures section of the Telling Stories with  
Films unit, students are exposed to stories of  
success-despite-marginalization.
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Research Process and Student Agency  
Throughout the program, students dig into a topic and perform rigorous research 
either as a team or individually. 
Students engage in the research process throughout the year, starting with the Foundation Unit and engaging in 
research activities woven throughout the development units. The year concludes with an Application Unit, where 
students review texts and topics they have encountered throughout the year and, based on their interests, choose what 
they want to explore more deeply.

Students take responsibility for their learning, developing their academic habits and choosing how to approach  
their learning. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT VIDEOS  
Student Spotlight Videos offer students authentic, unscripted 
academic discussions to support learning and to challenge 
their thinking on a topic or text.

BOOK TRAILERS  
Each unit includes a Book Trailer, designed 
to excite and engage students on what 
they will be learning in that unit.

SECTION 1 
INITIATING 
INQUIRY

SECTION 2 
COLLECTING 

SOURCES

SECTION 3 
DEEPEN 

UNDERSTANDING

SECTION 4 
FINALIZING 

INQUIRY

SECTION 5 
CREATING & 
DELIVERING 

OUR 
PRESENTATION

 ● Introduction to Research

 ● Explore a Topic and 

Research Questions

 ● Craft Research Question

 ● Draft Inquiry Questions

 ● Present to Peers

 ● Frame Research

 ● Explore Sources 

 ● Find, Assess  

and Annotate Sources

 ● Peer Review and  

Revise your Research 

 ● Identify, Annotate, and 

Analyze Key Sources

 ● Synthesize Analysis

 ● Discuss and Write 

Claims in Response to 

Inquiry Questions

 ● Revise Research 

 ● Present, Review, Revise

 ● Organize Evidence 

 ● Evaluate Research

 ● Present and Review

 ● Refine and  

Extend Inquiry

 ● Plan Presentation

 ● Draft Presentation

 ● Review and Revise

 ● Rehearse Presentation

 ● Finalize Presentation

The program inspires student engagement through technology-forward instruction that includes digitized student 
assets, trailers for every unit, videos of students engaged in academic discussions, and more.

Resources to Engage and Excite
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Course At-A-Glance 
Teachers have choice and flexibility in what they want to teach 
through Imagine Learning Odell High School Literacy Program. 
Educators choose one of two collections offered per grade level 
covering a variety of text types, topics, and genres. 

The Course At-A-Glance provides an overview of the unit topics, 
central questions, and culminating tasks within each collection to 
help inform which units to teach. In addition, several model yearlong 
paths are provided as suggestions.

Unit Central Question Culminating Task

Foundation Who changes the world?
Group Presentation and  

Narrative Reflection

Photojournalism How do images change the world? Expository Essay

Romeo and Juliet Why do we still read Shakespeare? Literary Analysis

The Book of  

Unknown Americans

How does perspective shape our understanding  

of events? 
Original Narrative

Global Food Production How do we feed a growing world? Argumentative Essay

Application What do I want to research? Portfolio and Group Presentation

Unit Central Question Culminating Task

Foundation How do we determine the right thing to do?
Group Presentation and  

Narrative Reflection

Telling Stories What makes a good story? Original Narrative

Things Fall Apart What does it mean for things to fall apart? Character Analysis

Alexander Hamilton How do storytellers use primary sources? Expository Essay

The Immortal Life of 

Henrietta Lacks
How do we tell someone else's story? Expository Essay

The Ethics of Public 

Health Decisions

How do we balance the common good with 

individual rights and personal liberty?
Argumentative Essay

Application What do I want to research? Portfolio and Group Presentation

Grades 9-10, Collection A

Grades 9-10, Collection B
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Unit Central Question Culminating Task

Foundation What does it mean to be an American?
Group Presentation and  

Narrative Reflection

The Great Gatsby
How do perceptions, illusions, and dreams  

influence our lives?
Literary Analysis

Friday Night Lights
How do high school athletics reflect  

American society?
Expository Essay

The Warmth of  

Other Suns

How do we construct the story of a  

complicated history?
Literary Analysis

Telling Stories with Film How do we tell stories with films? Film Pitch Proposal

The American Dream  

of Homeownership

How viable is the American dream  

of homeownership?
Argumentative Essay

Application What do I want to research? Portfolio and Group Presentation

Unit Central Question Culminating Task

Foundation How can I prepare for life after high school?
Group Presentation and  

Narrative Reflection

Community
What does it mean to be a member of  

a community?
Mixed Genre Essay

Hamlet How many ways can the same text be read? Literary Analysis

In the Time of  

the Butterflies
What makes a revolutionary? Literary Analysis

1984 How can stories send messages to society?
Original Narrative and  

Literary Analysis

Artificial Intelligence How is artificial intelligence affecting our world? Argumentative Essay

Application What do I want to research? Portfolio and Group Presentation

Grades 11-12, Collection A

Grades 11-12, Collection B
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Integrated Evaluation System 
This program tightly links instruction and evaluation through a coherent system of curriculum-embedded learning goals, 
supports, and formative and summative assessments.

Each lesson begins with learning targets, and students reflect on their progress at the end of every lesson with a digital 
self-evaluation. 

The assessment plan for each unit contains analytic checklists, a holistic rubric, and a comprehensive Evaluation Plan, 
which identifies each unit’s Culminating Task and its Section Diagnostics. The Evaluation Plan also pinpoints the lessons 
and activities which provide practice and enrichment opportunities for students whose performance on diagnostics 
indicates a need for continued monitoring or additional targeted support.

 

The Data Dashboard
Our platform provides educators with a data dashboard that organizes and displays performance metrics at the school, 
class, and student levels. This visual snapshot provides a summary of student performance for administrators and 
teachers to help inform instructional decisions
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The Imagine Learning  
Digital Experience   
Imagine Learning presents the highest-quality curriculum from Odell Education, powered by the best-in-class  
digital delivery.

Our comprehensive digital platform was designed to support and empower teachers to meet the needs of all learners. 
More than simply a curation of content and resources, the platform allows teachers to plan lessons more easily, with rich 
resources and instructional processes every step of the way. 

 ● Organized, classroom-ready curriculum and content
 ● Customizable lessons that support in-person, distanced, and hybrid learning
 ● Robust data collection and reporting to inform instruction
 ● Seamless integration with your district’s LMS
 ● Hands-on platform training to help teachers and leaders with implementation
 ● Hundreds of tools to support differentiated instruction

Implementation with Integrity
We are committed to teachers’ success. We believe that a successful curriculum supports teachers’ goals and 
instructional practices throughout the year. We strive to ensure that teachers have a coherent professional development 
experience that allows them to seamlessly apply their learnings from the training sessions to the classroom. 

A dedicated Customer Success Manager will work with you to craft a tailored training program and provide ongoing 
support to ensure a successful implementation. 

`

CUSTOMER SUCCESS MANAGER
 ● Main point of contact
 ● Understand your district needs
 ● Plan, monitor, and support
 ● Implementation with integrity

TECHNICAL SUPPORT TEAM
 ● Account provisioning
 ● IT support
 ● On-demand navigation guidance
 ● Email technical support
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Imagine Learning Odell Education 
Print Components 
Imagine Learning Odell Education High School Literacy Program  
offers required and recommended print in addition to instruction  
on our innovative digital platform. 

Component Array 

TRADEBOOKS 
For use in units based around a central text or novel.

TEACHER EDITIONS 
One per unit. All teaching material is provided 
digitally on the platform, though a print option is 
also available.

STUDENT MATERIALS 
One per unit. All student material is provided 
digitally on the platform, though a print option is 
also available.

UNIT READERS 
One per grade: students access texts and primary  
source material.

Required Required

You Decide You Decide
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Independent Reading
In each unit, students have access to a recommended independent reading text list that is related by topic, theme, or 
genre to the unit of study. Students have the opportunity to engage in independent reading with texts that enhance 
their interest and understanding of the topic or anchor text of the unit. 

By reading texts that are related to the topic of study, students continue to build vocabulary and background language. 
Independent reading lessons are included at the end of each section and include suggestions on how to incorporate 
student reading into the classroom and monitor accountability. 
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